[A case of infiltrative hepatocellular carcinoma with main portal vein tumor thrombosis successfully treated by transarterial chemoembolization].
A 63-year-old HBsAg-positive male patient was admitted for the evaluation of a liver mass that was detected on ultrasonography. Spiral computed tomography (CT) revealed infiltrative hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) in the right hepatic lobe with main portal vein tumor thrombosis. His liver function was Child-Pugh class A and the serum alpha fetoprotein level was 7,400 ng/mL. Transarterial chemoembolization (TACE) via the right hepatic artery was performed. Following 3 sessions of TACE every 2 months, spiral CT revealed no evidence of viable tumor. The thrombi within the main portal vein disappeared with performing localized hepatic infarction at the site of the previous tumor. He is still alive 15 months after the third TACE without evidence of recurred tumor and his liver function remains well preserved. This case suggests that TACE might be effective and safe even in the patients with infiltrative HCC with main portal vein tumor thrombosis, if the extent of the tumor is limited and the liver function and portal flow via the collaterals are preserved.